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        Prerequisites
    

      
        
        
              The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit are specified at the end of this sheet.
        
      
          
The prerequisite(s) for this Teaching Unit (Unité d’enseignement – UE) 
              for the programmes/courses that offer this Teaching Unit are specified at the end of this sheet.
      
    








    
        Main themes
    

    
        The seminar will consist of two blocks of sessions over the year. It will provide support to students in completing their end-of-course assignments, from defining a research topic to drafting their thesis.  
The following issues will be addressed:
- general methodology of social science research; defining and tackling a research topic
- use of traditional and electronic resource materials
- research ethics, particularly in relation to the advent of generative artificial intelligence (AI)
- techniques for writing academic papers.


    




    



    
        Learning outcomes
    

    
        	At the end of this learning unit, the student is able to :

	This seminar has three objectives. Firstly, it aims to introduce students to the methodological aspects of completing a master's thesis. By the end of the seminar, students should be able to apply the skills necessary to define a research topic and to decide how to tackle this topic in their end of course assignment. Secondly, the seminar gives an introduction to the research and critical analysis of European information. It aims to provide specific know-how in researching the type of documentation needed for writing their thesis. Thirdly and lastly, the seminar deals with ethical issues in social science research. Students will be introduced to and reminded of the problem of plagiarism, as well as the rules and principles applicable to dissertation writing in the context of the advent of generative artificial intelligence (AI), and other writing and/or translation aids.
The contribution of this Teaching Unit to the development and command of the skills and learning outcomes of the programme(s) can be accessed at the end of this sheet, in the section entitled “Programmes/courses offering this Teaching Unit”.


	   


        
          
    











    
       Teaching methods
    

    
        
        The second block will involve intensive sessions presenting and discussing draft theses, theoretical or conceptual issues, and the research strategies followed by the students. These sessions are intended to encourage interaction between students and teacher, but also among students. They aim to teach a critical and self-critical approach. Presentations and discussions will take place in French or English.

    








    
        Evaluation methods
    

    
        
        During the second annual exam session, students will only be assessed on their end-of-course dissertation. Assessment of the dissertation will include a 'defence' of the dissertation, with the dissertation supervisor and a rapporteur.
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